
Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time (A) 

“Bad times, hard times, this is what people keep saying; but let us live well, and 

times shall be good. We are the times: Such as we are, such are the times.” ― St. 

Augustine of Hippo 

This is how Christ himself sums up the meaning of his parable: “Therefore, stay 

awake, for you know neither the day nor the hour.”   

 It’s so easy to forget this.   

 We go on living as if we think this earthly life will go on forever.   

 Nothing is further from the truth.   

 Death is not a distant point in the future, an endpoint of our lives. 

 Rather, it accompanies us each step of the way and could come upon us at 

any time.   

 And history itself will also die, come to an end.   

When will this last day happen? 

There are only two possibilities. 

 Either Christ will come again, bring an end to history, and establish his 

Kingdom definitively before we die; 

 Or before that, he will come to each of us at the moment of our death, and 

to each of our loved ones, and bring us to his judgment seat individually.   

 There is no doubt about this; our Lord has revealed it.   

And the Church today is asking us to think about it, to remember it, to have a 

living faith in it. 

 I invite you this week to take this lesson to heart.   

Christ really is coming again, and it will be soon, one way or another.   

He wants us to be ready.   

 Living with this awareness makes life more intense, more meaningful, more 

beautiful.   



 Let’s try it.   

 Why not do an experiment.   

 Let’s not wait for a tragedy to come and knock us out of our comfort zone.   

 This week, let’s choose one day and live it as if we knew it were the last day 

(which it could be).   

 Let’s really do it.   

 Watch how it affects our relationships, our attitude, our reaction to 

difficulties (to traffic, for example!), our decisions.   

 The really important things all of a sudden appear, well, really important.   

That’s our homework this week.   

Take one day and live it as if it were your very last.   

Then talk to Christ about it in prayer.   

And ask our Lord to help you.   

As we receive him today in Holy Communion, let’s ask for the grace to live in 

the real world, to keep the truths he teaches us fresh in our mind. 

I Corinthians 5:1-11 

 Now, brothers and sisters, about times and dates we do not need to write to 

you, 2 for you know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the 

night. 3 While people are saying, “Peace and safety,” destruction will come on 

them suddenly, as labor pains on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. 

4 But you, brothers and sisters, are not in darkness so that this day should surprise 

you like a thief. 5 You are all children of the light and children of the day. We do 

not belong to the night or to the darkness. 6 So then, let us not be like others, who 

are asleep, but let us be awake and sober. 7 For those who sleep, sleep at night, 

and those who get drunk, get drunk at night. 8 But since we belong to the day, let 

us be sober, putting on faith and love as a breastplate, and the hope of 

salvation as a helmet. 9 For God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive 

salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. 10 He died for us so that, whether we are 



awake or asleep, we may live together with him. 11 Therefore encourage one 

another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing. 

 


