
Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)

The Lord is kind and merciful, slow to anger, and rich in compassion.

In Christ, God offers us forgiveness of a debt we could never pay – the 
debt of sin.  

 Our sins, our big and little tantrums of selfishness, are terrible 
offenses against God.

 They are direct and violent rebellions against his plan for our lives 
and for the world around us.

 The debt of 10,000 talents mentioned in the parable is an image 
Jesus himself gives of the immensity of the offense that sin causes
in God’s eyes.

But God is always, always, willing to forgive it: there is no limit to his 
mercy.

But we can cut ourselves off from that ever-flowing mercy, and that’s 
what Jesus is warning us about today.

When we refuse to forgive the offenses others cause us, 
we handcuff God’s mercy and put ourselves under strict justice.  

 Earlier in St. Matthew’s Gospel, Christ pointed out that “For as 
you judge, so will you be judged, and the measure with which you 
measure will be measured out to you” (Matthew 7:2).  

 This is the way God has found to unfurl his mercy without 
compromising his justice; he leaves each person free 
to choose between the two.

 If we demand strict justice with others who offend us, we force 
God to demand strict justice from us – we cut ourselves off from 
the divine mercy.



In this parable, as in the Our Father, Jesus gives us the secret to forming
a patient, forgiving heart, so that we won’t fall into that trap.  

 It consists in recognizing the immense evil of our own sin, and 
thereby perceiving the vastness of God’s goodness in forgiving it.

 Until we see how ugly are the ingratitude and selfishness that 
typically characterize our relationship with God, we will never 
grasp how generous is his forgiveness.  

 When we do, however, our shriveled hearts expand, and our 
joyful patience knows no bounds.

The Lord is kind and merciful, slow to anger, and rich in compassion.


