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Genesis and the Incarnation 

The Mystery of Ourselves 

By Timothy Andries 

Conversations of Faith, February 2021 

 

Part Two – The Fall of Mankind 

 “You will not die, you will be like gods, knowing good and evil” (Gen 3:4-6) 

 

”and the serpent was the most subtle of creatures” (Gen 3:1) 

  1. If man is made so God-like, then what happened? Why so much pain and misery in human 

history? Why the corruption and scandal in the world, even in the Church? Questions such as 

these can seem endless. This can serve as a good reflection for this Lent, considering how the 

year 2021 began. 

  2.  Our Heavenly Father showed us the boundary between our humanity and His divinity. 

Mankind was to never forget his dependence on God for our very existence. As long as we 

recognized God as Lord and Father, we would remain in His good graces. The Father warned 

Adam and Eve not to eat the forbidden fruit. The forbidden fruit was the father of all sin – 

Pride. This Pride would drive mankind away from God by focusing inward on ourselves. We 

were warned of the consequences, “you may eat freely of every tree in the garden, but the tree 

of the knowledge of good and evil, you shall not eat. On the day that you eat from this tree, you 

will surely die” Gen 2: 15-17.  

 3.  Our Heavenly Father who loves us warns us of danger because he does not want any of us 

to be lost. As God “wills” to provide for and enter into a relationship with us, we being created 

in His image, also have the “will” to respond to God and that relationship. The human will is one 

of those qualities or powers that God created us with. As long as our wills are in union with His 

or put another way, when we desire only the good that God desires, we remain in His good 

graces. God’s love and friendship is not one of forced compliance, it’s unconditional and freely 

given or “willed”. 

 4. The tree of the knowledge of good and evil is symbolic of the boundary between human and 

divine nature. Put another way, we are images of God or God-like, but we are not GOD. The 

Tree of the knowledge of good and evil is the power to determine what good and evil mean. To 

assume all knowledge of good and evil would essentially mean becoming our own god, not 

needing any other authority but our own. 
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   5. A tree will grow as long as the soil is good. The young seedling will grow roots and anchor 

itself in the soil that feeds it. It will grow tall and strong and become firm with its branches 

sprouting out in all directions. The soil is our soul and the roots are the habits that anchors the 

tree in the soil of the soul. The tall, strong trunk breaks through the soul and grows through the 

heart and mind. The branches stretch out into our passions, our will, and our thoughts and so 

on. The tree will bear fruit, virtue or vice, depending on what feeds it. Sin or Grace, rebellion or 

faith? 

    6. The trap was simple and we can still recognize it today. The Devil’s first question, “Did God 

really say no, don’t eat from that tree”?  The Devil posed the question not in ignorance, but to 

make us question God’s own decision and Lordship.  

   7. The first question made us stumble or loose balance, the next thing the Devil did was the 

push over the edge, “You will not die, your eyes will be opened and you will be like God” (Gen 3: 

4-6).  So now mankind questions God. “Why should I follow?” “Why should I depend on anyone 

else other than myself”?  The poison pill of pride, the bitter fruit is now easier to swallow. The 

icing on the cake is the lie that by breaking all bonds, refusing any authority other than our 

own, we can become all powerful. Having all knowledge and power will give us freedom to 

choose with impunity. We say, my conscience is my god and no one can judge me. 

 8. The result of our rebelliousness is exile from paradise and separation from God. God seems 

far off and distant.  The connection with Divine grace that held us together was no longer there. 

Our broken humanity now gropes in the dark for something we cannot see. 

  9. This disconnect or brokenness can leave us feeling helpless or even hopeless. We may think, 

God could never forgive or love us. Our problems can seem so overwhelming at times. We need 

help but don’t how to ask, or we assume we should just be stronger than that. Our passions and 

desires are all confused, our emotions are all over the place. 

   10. That’s the real internal struggle that every person has, regardless of what we look like on 

the outside, or where we live or whether or not we even believe in God. The trap was simple, 

but the consequences were devastating.  

   11. So what do we do know? Tell me this really ends on a good note, that there is an answer, 

that there is hope. Will we ever return to our former glory, that communion with God? Who 

will teach us truth, show us the way and give us life? Where is the light to rid us of this 

darkness? 

 (The answer in part 3) 

“In the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent to a town in Galilee to a virgin named 

Mary….you will conceive a son and name him Jesus, he will save his people from sin”  

Gospel of Luke 
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Lord Jesus, heal our brokenness and teach us to love one another as you love us. Give us the 

courage to rise up and become the salt and light of the world that You call us to be. Grant us the 

wisdom to remove the stumbling blocks that hold us back and renew us in your spirit and truth. 

Amen. 

 


