
Third Sunday of Easter (C) 2022

 St John paints a picture of heaven for us today. 

 His vision used to be inspiring.

 But in the last hundred years this image of heaven as filled with 
choirs of singing angels and throngs of bowing saints has given 
heaven a bad reputation.

 It makes people think that heaven is boring.

What happened? Why did the idea of "praising God for all 
eternity" inspire the first Christians, and why does it turn off many of 
today's Christians?

 Because in recent times many Christians have forgotten what 
"praising God" really means.

 In the Bible, "praise" means much more than singing songs and 
clapping our hands.

St John writes  "Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth 
and under the earth and in the sea, everything in the universe, cry out: 
'To the one who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and 
honor, glory and might, forever and ever'." 

 He says that all creatures, all things in the universe cried out with 
praise to God. How can they do that?

 They praise God by being fully what they were created to be, by 
reflecting God's wisdom through being true to themselves.

We praise God fully by becoming fully alive. 

All our capacities for knowledge, love, wisdom, joy, and creativity will 
be maxed-out in heaven. 



 One of the Vatican-rated top 45 films of the twentieth century is a 
movie called "Chariots of Fire." When it came out in 1981, it took the 
world by storm and won the Academy Award for Best Picture.

The movie tells the true story of two men, Eric Liddell and Harold 
Abrahams, both of whom won gold medals on Great Britain's Olympic 
track team in 1924.

 Eric Liddell was a Christian missionary, from Scotland.

 He started running races as a way to gain a platform to speak 
publicly about the faith.

 But he was amazingly fast.

 People recognized this, and encouraged him to try out for the 
Olympics.

When he qualified, he was faced with a tough decision. 

 Joining the Olympic Team would require him to temporarily turn 
over his missionary work to his sister. He would need to devote 
himself full time to training.

 His sister didn't like the idea, not because she didn't want to do 
the work, but because she didn't understand how Eric's running in 
the Olympics could be of service to God.

 In a beautiful scene, Eric convinces his sister that it can be.

 At one point he tells her the following: "I believe God made me 
for a purpose, but he also made me fast. And when I run, I feel his 
pleasure."

 In other words, when he runs, when he does the things, God 
made him able to do and does them well, he praises God.



When the Bible tells us that in heaven, we will be praising God, it 
means we'll be experiencing the pleasure of and living out fully the life 
we were created to live, of becoming fully the person we long to be.

 Understanding what it means to praise God can help stir up our desire 
for heaven, and that's a good thing.

 It's what the Christian virtue of hope is all about.

 It helps keep us on track in life, reminding us where fulfillment 
and meaning and happiness really can be found.

But understanding what it means to praise God also opens up new 
horizons for how we can love our neighbor.

 We were created to praise God, to show forth his goodness by 
becoming all that he created us to be, by maximizing our 
potential.

 And so, when we help others develop their abilities, encouraging 
them or educating them, we are helping them give glory to God 
and achieve their purpose in life.

 When we discourage others, when we stifle their hopes, their 
dreams, their possibilities, we are hindering them from fulfilling 
their life's mission.

 In other words, taking an interest in others and encouraging them 
grow and develop their talents, both their natural human talents 
and their supernatural Christian vocation, is one way to obey 
Christ's command to love our neighbor as he has loved us.

We should all strive to do this.

Today, when Christ comes to feed us with the Bread from Heaven, let's 
thank him for opening for us the gates of his eternal Kingdom, let's stir 
up our desire for the joys of heaven, and let's promise him that this 



week we will encourage someone who is hesitant or discouraged, at 
least one person, so that they too will get a fresh whiff of heaven's joy.


